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You can pay your dues for 2010 at the November meeting. If you can’t make the 
meeting, send your check for $15 to Margot Ellis, 2417 N Taylor St., Arlington, VA 

22207 
 

Calendar 
 
November 7, Brookside Garden, our annual members’ 
meeting  coffee and donuts ar 9:30, slides at 10. There 
will be a board meeting open to all interested persons.  
January 23, 2010, Brookside, Talk by Walter 
Cullerton  “Made For The Shade”. 
February,TBD, Vic Piatt of Mt. Cuba Conseervation 
Center,scree gardening 
March 6 at U. S. Botanic Garden Dr. Alice Waegal, 
“Designing with Moss” 
NARGS EVENTS (NOT LOCAL) 
WWSW Medford OR, Mar 5-7 "Alpine Trails" 
EWSW Devens, MA Mar 19-21 "Rock Gardens of the 
Future" 
NARGS Annual Meeting Denver, Salida CO July 11-
14 "Romancing the Rockies" 
Check the NARGS website for info and registration 
forms.  
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Chairman’s Message 

 
It has seemed to me for some time that 
we have a problem.  Not a fatal one I 
hope.  It seems that we have trouble 
getting people to step forward and 
volunteer for jobs as they inevitably 
come open.  We have one person 
holding two important positions and 
while several other positions go unfilled.  
While we pride ourselves as being a self 

organizing system with things sort of 
automatically getting done with a 
minimum of organizational hierarchy 
and “Robert’s Rules of Order” 
regimentation, there is still a need for 
organization.  I believe part of this 
reluctance to step forward stems from 
our membership’s demographics.  I 
know that I no longer have the energy to 
do the things I need to do, much less the 
things I want to do.  I suspect this is also 
true of many of us. We cannot do much 
in the short term to change our 
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demographics. But it also may be that 
we are not serving the interests and 
meeting the needs of many of our 
current members and potential members.   
 
To explore this and try to refocus our 
activities, I’m asking that the board 
members and anyone interested in where 
the Chapter is going to remain after 
Saturday’s meeting to discus the 
situation and come up with some 
solutions. 
 
Currently, we have a program consisting 
of two plant exchanges, a picnic, a plant 
sale at Green Spring Gardens, and a 
general meeting with slide show.  We 
have an excellent website and 
newsletter, a wide-ranging program of 
speakers, and in the past have sponsored 
several one-day bus trips. But our events 
are sparsely attended and it is usually by 
many of the same people. Please try to 
think of some new ideas for revitalizing 
our Chapter. Do we need to emphasize 
the educational side of our charter more 
or should we become even more arcane 
in our pursuits?  Do we have talents and 
expertise we are not tapping? Are there 
member services we are not providing? 
Bring your thoughts to Saturday’s 
meeting to share. 
 
This is my last Chairman’s Message. I 
have enjoyed being your Chapter Chair 
and will remain active in the group.  I 
thank you all for your support. 
Paul Botting 
Chapter Chair, Potomac Valley Chapter, 
NARGS 
 

Arum pictum 
 
Alice Nicolson grows a number of 
members of the genus  Arum as garden 
plants. They do well for her, but trials in 

colder gardens might well lead to 
disappointment.  
 
One of the most striking of these plants 
is Arum pictum. It’s big, it’s showy, and, 
unlike most other members of the genus, 
it blooms in the autumn.  
 
When I was a kid, the old Bolgiano’s 
store used to sell this species from a 
crate of corms each autumn. I tried it 
several times, but the plants never 
survived the first winter for me; and I 
never did see it in bloom. Nor did I ever 
hear of anyone else who grew it 
successfully as a garden plant back in 
those days. 
 
Inspired by Alice’s success, now I’m 
trying again with a plant from Jane 
McGary. This I grow in the protected 
cold frame: my garden just outside the 
beltway is only about fifteen miles north 
of Alice’s garden in Arlington, but Alice 
seems to be able to grow things I can’t.   
                                                        Editor  
Here’s Alice’s plant:  
 

 
 Arum pictum                        A. Nicolson 

 
Cold frames 

As far as I’m concerned, if a well 
stocked library is the brain of the garden, 
then  cold frames are the heart  (or 
maybe womb is a better analogy) of the 
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well managed garden. When I visit other 
gardens, I’m always on the look out for 
well-stocked libraries and well-stocked 
cold frames. When I find them, I know 
I’ve found a gardening soul mate.  
 
Earlier this year NARGS opened up its 
seed exchange to all interested parties. 
Several of us responded enthusiastically 
to this offer. Throughout the autumn and 
well into winter I’ll be sowing pots of 
hardy seeds and storing the pots in the 
cold frames.  
 
If you received some of these seeds, 
keep in mind that many will respond 
best to low temperatures during 
germination. Some plants require 
months of cold temperatures (cold but 
above freezing) to induce germination – 
those pots will go into the refrigerator. 
Others germinate best after a spell of 
temperatures below freezing – an 
unprotected cold frame is ideal for these.  
Many traditional rock garden plants will 
not germinate at all at room temperature. 
So review the seeds you received and 
sort them into at least two groups: those 
which will germinate in warmth (to be 
sown in the spring) and those which 
germinate under cold conditions (to be 
sown now). 
 
With luck, the products of the cold 
frames will begin to appear at our plant 
exchanges in the future.  
 
Here’s a view of one of the cold frames, 
this one packed with 450 newly planted 
pots.  
                                                        Editor 

                                                                   Editor 
 

The daffodil season begins… 
 
I’ll bet that not many of you know about 
the autumn blooming daffodils. There 
are several of them, mostly small-
flowered plants not suited to garden 
culture in our climate. But for those who 
can provide space in a protected cold 
frame, they offer sweet fragrance and the 
earliest daffodils of the season. The 
green-flowered Narcissus viridiflorus 
and its close relative  Narcissus 
serotinus are among the earliest, 
blooming sometimes as early as 
September in the case of N. serotinus. 
And there are others: sometimes the little 
hoop petticoat daffodils from southern 
Spain and northern Africa will bloom in 
the autumn, and forms of Narcissus 
tazetta established in the ground.will 
follow shortly after them.  
The one shown below is Narcissus 
serotinus. This little plant has a vast 
distribution in nature, from Portugal to 
Israel. But it is virtually unknown in 
gardens, in spite of the fact that it was 
known to sixteenth century botanists. To 
this day it remains a collector’s plant.  
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Narcissus serotinus                                           J. McKenney 
 

Nowadays, when the Internet makes new 
information globally available in a 
matter of moments, it’s hard to imagine 
incorrect information persisting for long 
under the scrutiny of the Internet’s 
innumerable and captious readers. But in 
the old days, it could be very difficult to 
verify information. The history of little 
Narcissus serotinus  provides a good 
example. The first woodcut of this 
species to gain a widespread distribution 
was prepared in the late sixteenth 
century. It introduced an error which 
was faithfully copied well into the 
nineteenth century. The original 
woodcut seems to show a daffodil with a 
jointed stem (like bamboo). No daffodil 
has such a stem. It turns out that the stem 
of this species on drying sometimes 
shrinks in such a way as to seem to have 
joints or rings. Here’s the woodcut 
produced by the House of Plantin and 
used by Clusius in his Historia and other 
works: 

 
                                                                         J. McKenney 

 
Fatsia japonica 

 
The Fadens brought some nice small 
plants of the curious plant called 
� Fatshedera lizei.to the last plant 
exchange. Its parents are Hedera helix 
and Fatsia japonica, and as a result the 
plant is often cited as a bigeneric hybrid. 
There is another school of thought which 
takes the point of view that if two plants 
can hybridize, they don’t belong in 
different genera; the extreme version of 
this point of view is that if they 
hybridize they are the same (albeit very 
variable) species.  
 
The Fatsia parent is one of those plants 
which, for most of us, is just out of 
reach: it’s almost hardy enough to 
survive local winters, and sometimes 
does; but most of us will lose it 
eventually. I’ve heard that there are 
plants growing in the open north of the 



 5 

greater Washington, D.C. area, so 
hardier forms might be in our future. It’s 
an imposing foliage plant, and when in 
flower becomes surreal. Here you can 
see it growing in my friend Hilda’s 
Northern Neck garden: 
 
 

 
Fatsia japonica                                                  J. McKenney 

 
Fatsia japonica                                                  J. McKenney 

 
For comparison, here is a photo of 
Hedera helix, the other parent of 
� Fatshedera lizei, in bloom (just barely 
– most of the flowers have already 
formed seed) in my garden:  
 

 
Hedera helix                                                    J. McKenney 

Some of us like to quibble about the 
pronunciation of names, and this name  
� Fatshedera lizei provides several 
opportunities. Let’s look at just one: the 
sh in the middle of the name is not the sh 
sound in “short” but rather the last letter 
of  Fats (truncated Fatsia); the following 
“h” is the initial letter of the word 
Hedera. The fastidious will pronounce it 
Fats-hedera rather than Fat-shed-era.  
 
Although Fatsia itself (and, in my 
experience, � Fatshedera lizei) are not 
reliably hardy in the long run here, 
something of the same effect can be 
gotten from the so-called tree ivies. 
These are rarely seen in gardens, but 
they have been grown in European 
gardens for centuries. They are produced 
by rooting cuttings of the mature form of 
common ivy, Hedera helix. They are not 
easy to root! The result is a non-
climbing plant which eventually forms a 
broad evergreen bush. These tree ivies 
bloom and set seed, although the 
seedlings are the typical non-bushy 
immature form of ivy.  
                                                      Editor 
 
 

The Botany of Desire 
 
I really enjoyed this one when it was 
shown on PBS last week.  I once had a 
co-worker who, when he found out I was 
interested in gardening, became very 
friendly. At first I was flattered by his 
interest, but a certain pattern in his 
questions soon convinced me that our 
gardening interests really didn’t have 
that much in common. The only thing he 
seemed to be interested in was 
information on growing plants under 
high intensity lights - and then smoking 
those plants. The Botany of Desire 
discussed this and many other aspects of 
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our relationships with four  plants which 
fill certain human needs very   
successfully.  
 
One of the plants treated is the tulip. It 
was a real thrill for me to see the scenes 
filmed in the Hortus Bulborum in the 
Netherlands. This Hortus is a repository 
of mostly older tulips no longer in 
commercial production. Some of the 
cultivars preserved there are broken 
tulips, those extravagantly colored tulips 
which get their color pattern from a virus 
infection. Some of the tulips shown are 
cultivars I grow here in my garden, and 
it  was very exciting to see them in this 
program.                                        Editor 
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Tulipa ‘Insulinde’   a tulip from the Hortus Bulborum                                            
J. McKenney 
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