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Calendar 
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members meeting and slide show.  
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Chairman’s Message 
 
What a wonderful spring we’ve had! This is the 
second year in a row that our rainfall has caused 
lush growth, both in the beds and in the 
shrubbery.  In fact, I’m suddenly faced with 
having to cut down shrubs and clear underbrush 
as I prepare the garden for a regional daylily 
tour. Two busloads of raving hem (hemerocallis) 
nuts. Being on tour does force one to clean up 
the garden occasionally. But it is fun.  
Speaking of plant-nuts, what is it about 
gardening that brings out the irrational 
exuberance in us?  We go to the garden center to 
buy a bag of fertilizer and end up with $100 
worth of plants we don’t have room for, half of 
which will be dead in 6 months and the other 
half will have spread to smother everything 
around for 6 feet.  It always amazes me that no 

one is injured fighting for a 1” pot of draba at our 
plant exchanges.   
 The lovely lacecap hydrangeas (H. macrophylla) 
that someone (Who was it?  I'd like to thank 
them.)  brought to several of the plant exchanges 
a few years ago are now big enough to make a 
nice showing.  While I like lacecaps better than 
the mopheads, and these are very nice, I cannot 
resist growing a few big bodacious blowsy 
mopheads.  As one commercial daylily grower 
once said, “Subtle is nice, but gaudy pays the 
bills”. And gaudy they are. 
 
Our next event is the picnic Val and Bill 
Lorenz’s on July 25 at noon. We will hold a 
Board of Directors meeting an hour prior to the 
picnic (11:00 AM) at the Lorenz’s. 
 
Paul Botting 
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The Expanding Garden 
 
Spring at Kew - or Was it Early Summer? 
 
Almost every year I travel to London to do 
research at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
which lies just west of the city, in the Borough of 
Richmond.  My preferred travel time is February 
and March when spring is mainly on the horizon 
for us but is in full swing in southern U.K. 
gardens, despite their northerly latitudes.  In a 
normal year I get to enjoy spring at Kew then 
return home for the best part of spring in my own 
garden. 
 
This year I had to change my plans and instead I 
flew to London in early April and spent the rest 
of that month and the first three weeks of May at 
Kew.  I didn’t know what to expect in terms of 
garden flowers or the weather.  (Regarding the 
latter, I soon learned that even the locals don’t 
know what to expect.)  At least I hoped that I 
would see many flowering plants that were new 
to me.  I had been to Kew once briefly in May 
but never in April.   
 
I didn’t really spend a lot of time exploring the 
flowering plants in the RBG, but I did have a 
half hour walk to work every day from where I 
was staying, and thus I was able to observe lots 
of small gardens in front of private homes over a 
period of almost two months.   Some trees and 
shrubs, such as cherries, magnolias, and 
forsythias, were going over when I arrived, and 
fragrant-flowered shrubs such as Viburnum × 
burkwoodii and Osmanthus delavayi, quickly 
peaked and were soon gone.  But it was the 
woody plants for which I saw all or almost all 
the full cycle of flowering that left the greatest 
impression.  It was particularly enjoyable seeing 
climbers and shrubs and such as wisteria and a 
diversity of blue-violet flowered ceanothus – the 
latter mostly native of California, I expect – in 
bud, then peak flowering, and finally starting to 
look a bit tired by the time I left. 
 
 

 
Ceanothus and Cercis siliquastrum          R. Faden  
 
 

 
Wisteria on house                             R. Faden                   
 
Among my favorites were the Judas tree (Cercis 
siliquastrum), the Mediterranean counterpart of 
our eastern redbud, and a small shrub with 
arching stems covered with large white flowers 
that completely flummoxed me.  With the help 
of someone at Kew I finally got a name for it, 
Exochorda × macrantha ‘The Bride’, a member 
of the rose family.  Best of all, when I returned 
home and did some further checking I discovered 
that it should be hardy in our area (Zones 4-8), 
although I have never seen it for sale.  A quick 
Google search revealed it is available by mail 
order ( http://www.lazyssfarm.com/index.html ).   
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Cercis siliquastrum                         R. Faden 
 
 
Kew itself seemed rather poor in plants in flower 
when I first arrived.  The rock garden was 
especially disappointing then.  But as the weeks 
went by the rock garden gradually filled with 
color, and by the time I left, my major complaint 
was that most plants were too far off the path to 
read the labels.   
 

 
Part of rock garden, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew  R. Faden                                                                                                 
 
The adjacent Davies Alpine House, which 
opened in March 2006, had treasures that could 
be viewed closer up, but it has been criticized for 
its architecture – to me it resembles a Spartan 
helmet – and for the small space available for the 
actual display of plants.  
 

 

            
Two views of the Davies Alpine House, Kew                   R. 
Faden  
 

 
Weldenia candida (Commelinaceae, from Mexico and 
Guatemala), Davies Alpine House, Kew    R. Faden 
 
One major benefit of being at Kew in May is that 
it is the month of the Chelsea Flower Show, 
which, as the Royal Horticultural Society 
advertises, is “the world’s best-loved flower 
show”.  I attended for the first time, 
accompanying some friends from Kew. We went 
on one of the members’ days, and the crowds 
were not nearly as bad as I was dreading.  It was 
a wonderful experience and a great way to 
culminate my long stay in England.   I won’t go 
into detail, but these were among the plant 
displays: hardy palms (in U.K.), lilies, alliums, 
gladioli, tulips, grasses, irises, orchids, 
tillandsias, lupines, delphiniums, 
chrysanthemums, violets, begonias, 
insectivorous plants, ferns, Japanese maples, 
rhododendrons, vegetables, cacti and succulents, 
clematis, bulbs, woodland plants, anthuriums and 
heliconias, peonies, lavenders, dahlias, 
columbines and fuchsias.   Add to these the 
ecological exhibits, foreign exhibitors (much 
reduced this year because of the recession), 
display gardens and numerous shops selling 
everything from seeds of alpines (the Alpine 
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Garden Society) to large statuary, and half a day 
was hardly enough time to see everything.   

 

 
Bulbs: Scilla, Ornithogalum, Tulipa, Convallaria,                               
Allium                                                                    R. Faden 

 
Allium, Nectaroscordum, Eremurus                         R. Faden  

 
Delphiums and begonias                                          R. Faden 
 

 
Lupines                                                                    R. Faden 

 

 
Woodland plants, mainly trilliums                         R. Faden 
 

 
Insectivorous plants                                                 R. Faden 

 
Returning to the matter of seasonality, April and 
May at Kew certainly seemed like spring 
weather, not particularly hot and sometimes 
downright chilly, shirtsleeve weather during the 
day and a light jacket needed in the evening.  But 
with the early flush of flowering that we 
associate with spring, like many bulbs and 
woodland plants, all but finished, even when I 
arrived, the flowering pattern that I found 
reminded me more of early summer.  So, unlike 
a “normal” year for me, this time I managed to 
miss the best part of spring both at Kew and at 
home. 
                                                    Robert Faden  
 
Our May Green Spring Sale   
 
With Merry Bruns at the helm, we sailed through 
another plant sale at Green Spring Park. We did 
not take in quite as much money as in other 
recent sales, but it was nevertheless a success. 
There were plenty of plants for sale: some were 
remainders of the successful January sale held in 
conjunction with EWSW09. Paul Botting 
provided some interesting hardy cactuses 
brought from the recent sale at the Allegheny 
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Chapter of NARGS. The Fadens provided some 
seed-grown rarities including  Anchusa 
leptophylla and Lallemantia caulescens. Alice 
Nicolson brought some plants of her Thibetan 
Allium and Talinum calycinum.  
The sales table was decorated with two 
handsome planted troughs brought by Paul. 
These got a lot of attention. They were not for 
sale, but several people expressed serious 
interest. One of these troughs had a handsome 
encrusted saxifrage, something not often seen in 
these parts. It was the presence of the encrusted 
saxifrage which made Paul reluctant to sell the 
trough: he wants to see what it looks like when it 
blooms. 
Thanks to all who gave up their Saturday to help 
with this effort.  
 
Here’s the sales booth with our new banner 
(thanks, Margot!): 
 

 
 
Our Spring Plant Exchange  
  
Saturday May 23 dawned clear and pleasant, the 
lawn was green but not soggy at Alcova, and 
thirty-odd PVC members gathered to share 
plants and divide the spoils left over from the 
Green Spring sale the week before. Alice had set 
up the coffee and, due to a mis-communication, 
both Alma Kasulaitis and Dick Hammerschlag 
brought doughnuts, so we were well-provided 
with the usual goodies. Deanne Eversmeyer’s 
husband Rich was recruited to call the numbers, 
which he did wonderfully - bring him along next 
time too, Deanne! 
We had quite a display of plants this time - some 
plants that hadn’t sold at Winter Study, a pretty 
good display that hadn’t yet been snapped up at 
Green Spring, and still more that members had 
brought along specially to share with the rest of 
us. Among the treats were several pots of 
Cypripedium brought by Kevin McIntosh, 
several fine little plantlets grown by Sasha 

Borkovec, an Arisaema from Dixie, and both the 
Anchusa and the Lallemantia featured in the 
March PVC Bulletin article by Bob Faden.  
In addition to a rich haul of plants, we were 
pleased to welcome two new members - Dave 
Nelson, from DC, and Gloria Robinson, who 
came all the way up from Strasburg, Va.   Other 
infrequently seen members, Joe Pillera from near 
Richmond, Scott Tilley from Leesburg area, and 
Kevin and Marla McIntosh, from Ellicott City, 
made the trek in to join us - I hope they came 
away satisfied with their haul and will come 
again!                                          A. Nicolson  
 
 
 
 
Directions to our July 25 pot luck  
picnic at the home of Val and Bill 
Lorenz 
 
Directions to 8610 Running Fox Court, 
Fairfax Station, VA  22039 
Val and Bill Lorenz   703-323-0546 
Please RSVP to Val at the number above 
so she will know how many to prepare 
for.  
Cold soft drinks/lemonade/water will be 
provided, BYO Beer /Wine. 
 
From the Beltway, Take 95 South toward 
Richmond    
 5.6 miles 
Take Exit 163, Lorton -- turn right onto Lorton 
Road 
 
Get in center lane to go straight beyond the light 
(2-lane road)   1.2 miles 
At the top of the hill, go right onto Furnace Road 
(one-lane bridge ahead)  1 mile 
Furnace Road dead ends at Ox Road, or 123 
North -- go Right   1.3 miles 
 
Turn Left onto Hampton Road at the light (fire 
station on the left) 2.5 miles 
Turn Right onto Running Fox Court .4 miles 
 
 
We are at the end of the cul-de-sac on the left.   
 
Pull the gate towards you and close behind you 
to keep Bambi and family out.  Thanks. 
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