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CALENDAR 
 
August 2-3, 2008, noon to noon joint trough 
workshop with the Allegheny Chapter NARGS, 
Harrisburg, PA; likely topics are Styrofoam troughs, 
hypertufa pop bottle troughs, leaf impression bird 
baths, populating a trough. No bus but car pooling 
likely. Contact Paul Botting for information:  
���������	
��
���
���  
 
September 6, 2008, 9:30 A.M. the home of Lynn 
Blei, our fall plant exchange; Board meeting at noon; 
byo brown bag lunch; more details in the September 
PVC Bulletin 
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PICNIC WITH THE 
HAMMERSCHLAGS 
 
Perhaps it was because we enjoy one 
another’s company, perhaps it was the 
pleasant expectations which come with 
viewing a new garden, perhaps it was the 
food, perhaps it was the chance to get out of 
the city and into the country for  
the day …perhaps it was a lot of things, but 
it sure was not the weather which got us out 
there. The weather forecast leading up to the 
big day was not auspicious: thunderstorms 
had been predicted. When the day came, 
skies were bright and quiet. It was sultry, but 
not at first oppressively so. Freddi and Dick 
opened their very interesting house to us, 

and the group spilled out onto the spacious 
deck. The house is surrounded by woodland, 
and gardens edge the woods along the 
driveway and around the house. There are 
pools on several levels, herbaceous 
perennial beds, rock work and woodland 
trails. Threaded throughout the property are 
Dick’s great love, conifers, and Freddi’s tree 
peonies and irises. With a map of the garden 
in one hand, and Dick’s four-page, tightly 
spaced list of his conifers in the other, one 
might have spent days wandering around 
and enjoying the multi-layered detail and 
variety in this garden. 
 
That is to say, one might have on a different 
day. By mid-day, stifling humidity had 
settled in. My camera lens fogged: I got no 
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good pictures. My brain eventually fogged, 
too: I couldn’t think straight or stay focused. 
Much, much sooner than this garden or the 
hospitality of our hosts deserved, I thanked 
them  and limped home.  
 
But not before Freddi and I had had the 
chance to talk tree peonies and iries:  Freddi 
mentioned that they hold a big party every 
year during iris season. I think we all need to 
start dropping hints that we would like to see 
this garden in its many seasons. There are 
loads of great plants tucked in here and 
there. The garden is big and varied enough 
that one visit is hardly more than a little 
taste. 
 
It’s a long drive for some of you, but here’s 
something else to consider: Dan Turner’s 
garden is next door: how’s that for a two-
for. Dan, are you willing to have us, too?  
     Editor  
 
MINUTES OF  WSW09 MEETING 
 

4th meeting of 09 EWSW Planning 
Committee - July 17, 2008, 6 pm at 

Nicolsons’ 
 
Food - Bobbie reported on the menu we 
have chosen - minimum- food cost per head 
of about $138, optional Friday dinner at $53. 
These prices are guaranteed. If registration 
exceeds our breakeven, we can add extras 
for the breaks or for the Saturday open bar. 
Facility  - Alice passed around the hotel 
room diagram; we will have all main session 
lectures in Ballroom A(plus B, if we get 
higher registration); layout will be in rounds 
of 10 for whole conference. Breakouts will 
be in A, B and C (walls can be dropped 
during break) 
NARGS ExCom and Board meetings will 
occur in C. 
Sales will occur in Rms 9-10,  2370 ft2. 

Photo display/contest and perhaps 
raffle/silent auction items may be displayed 
in C. Staging for table decorations may also 
be in C. This may be altered. 
Audio-Visual - With input from Ed Spar, 
Alice was able to get 3 bids for the meeting; 

Affordable Computer Rentals is the least 
expensive and Ed feels their techs are very 
good. We decided to go with them. Alice 
will go ahead and make the arrangements 
but a volunteer is needed to take over this 
job before the meeting, to liaise with the 
company and help as needed. 
Schedule -  We discussed when to hold the 
members’ after-hours slide show. It was 
decided that Friday evening would be better 
than Saturday. A volunteer is needed to 
coordinate this. 
Raffle/Silent Auction - Linda Keenan was 
not able to attend but sent a list of suggested 
contacts. Several names were added; Linda 
will attempt to contact them, by email if 
possible, to solicit donations.  
Speakers - Alice reported that Mike 
Bordelon has agreed to present a breakout 
session with Audrey on the gravel gardens. 
She has contacted the speakers who are 
expected to fly to encourage them to finalize 
their plans and buy tickets as soon as 
possible. She has also inquired which 
speakers plan to attend the whole meeting, 
in order to refine the budget estimates. 
Vendors - Jim D gave a summary of the 
current status. At present we have PVC, 
Nargs books, Pine Knot, Asiatica, Rick’s, 
Putnam Hill, Carol Allen, possibly 
Stonecrop, DJ’s Greenhouse, and 
Arrowhead. Other possibilities are Melwood 
for troughs(Margot will pursue possible 
consignment arrangement or other) Dick 
Rosenberg for used books(if space). 
Saunders boxwoods was also mentioned. 
Tables are provided and vendors will not be 
charged a %; they are strongly urged to 
register, though, and we will be asking them 
for donations for raffle/silent auction. Diana 
Nicholls has withdrawn as a vendor but 
asked if it might be possible for PVC to sell 
some of her plants on consignment. No 
decision was reached. Alice will find out if 
the thermostat can be lowered for the rooms. 
Photography Contest - Dan W and Karen 
R. are working on the rules; Alice will 
inquire as to availability of display boards 
from hotel. A third person is needed to work 
on the contest. 
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PVC Plants - Jim McK asked for 
clarification as to his responsibilities as 
coordinator - would he have to house all the 
plants or transport them and set them up or 
what? It was agreed that, as much as 
possible, members should keep their own 
plants growing on at home, outside or in 
cold frames or under grolights or in 
greenhouses. Diana is keeping track of 
expected donations but no one beyond the 
first couple of people has sent her any lists. 
People are all urged to let her and Jim McK 
know what they think they’ll have, with 
some level of certainty, so we can get an 
idea of  what we’ll be offering. The issue of 
uniform labels was raised but not decided 
on. 
Publicity -  Alice discussed the new format 
for the Quarterly registration form - we will 
be given, free, two sheets, one of which will 
be the tear-out registration form. It awaits 
final info on the website address and the 
registration. We will need to print some for 
local distribution as well. 
Registration - NARGS provides the use of 
their on-line credit card charging system; 
Sue, Paul and Alice await details from 
Grazyna Grauer on the program needed, and 
the appropriate machine. It is expected that 
about half will register on-line; we will have 
to cover the 4% credit card fees. 
Website - Paul is working on one, to be 
linked to the NARGS site and to our own 
PVC site. 
Table Decorations and Giveaway plants - 
Anne has offered to do the decoration; 
Audrey will help. A prolonged discussion 
arose as to what and how many gift plants to 
generate. Certainly we will want to give one 
plant as table favor at the Sat night banquet, 
and perhaps also to the diners on Friday. 
What the plants should be is up in the air.  
There were many suggestions; the idea of 
forcing small pots of small bulbs  is favored, 
tho the details of what plants, who will 
force, and what the costs will be remains up 
in the air. Suggested plants were mini 
daffodils, Muscari macrocarpum (scented), 
Crocus imperati or sieberi tricolor, mini 
Irises. Alice will contract Brent and Becky 
to discuss hows and wheres of forcing, 

whether they can donate or cut us a good 
price, and whether they can do the forcing or 
can recommend someone who will, should it 
look like too difficult a job for us. We also 
discussed using sedums for Fri night, either 
as centerpieces or as individual giveaways - 
Betty will call Ed Snodgrass to see what he 
can do. Jim D will talk to David Culp about 
a donation (is this for raffle or tables?) 
Budget - running out of steam and time, 
Alice and Margot ran quickly over the 
budget; the figures have been tweaked to 
allow for various changes, but the overall 
price will run around $260 and the optional 
Friday dinner, around $55. Margot and Alice 
will continue to refine the figures and send a 
good guestimate to the NARGS treasurer 
within the next couple of weeks, in order to 
get NARGS backing to cover potential 
losses. 
Volunteers 
 - We need someone to head AV 
- Another person to help with Photo Contest 
- A coordinator for After-hours members’ 
show - - Couriers to pick up and drop off the 
speakers who are coming by public 
transportation. 
- Lots of people to help staff the registration 
desk - Help with PVC sales and perhaps 
help the vendors get set up 
- Sell raffle tickets and help with the raffles 
- Manage the silent Auction 
- Help set up the table decorations 
- Do a zillion other miscellaneous jobs. 
Meeting adjourned shortly after 9 

Alice Nicolson 
 
WINTER SOWING 
 
A recent conversation with new garden 
friend Gina quickly moved to the topic of 
winter sowing. I perked up when I heard 
this: only a few months before I had 
stumbled on several winter sowing sites 
while Google-ing for information on which 
annuals can be sown in the fall and winter. 
The winter sowing I had in mind was simply 
the old practice of sowing certain annuals in 
the late summer, fall or winter; this practice 
seems to have largely died out after the 
Second World War, although it’s mentioned 
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in most gardening books before that time. 
Highway departments still broadcast seed of 
poppies and larkspurs in this way, but if 
there is a viable tradition among home 
gardeners I have not encountered it.  
 
The sort of winter sowing on which the web 
sites focus is something else again, and it’s 
something which gardeners who have had 
indifferent success in growing “difficult” 
plants from seed might want to investigate. 
In fact, for several reasons it’s something 
which I would like to promote in our group. 
As rock gardeners, most of us are growing 
plants well beyond the zinnia-marigold stage 
of seed-starting difficulty, and so we need 
all the help we can get. Many gardeners shy 
away from plants which require a long cool 
period to induce germination; many of the 
plants which respond to these conditions are 
the very ones most likely to be found on the 
rock gardening lists.  
 
If you have ever fiddled around with trying 
to start plants indoors under lights, you have 
also probably wondered if it’s worth the 
mess, the bother, the space it gobbles, the 
mice and aphids it draws, the electricity bills 
and related expenses for the lights and 
timers: I’ve been there, done that,  and 
although I’ll always keep it in mind for 
extremely rare or choice seeds, as a general 
method it leaves a lot to be desired. And 
then there is this: I’ll bet a lot of us do it for 
the fun of bringing a bit of spring into our 
lives during the winter. All those pots of 
sprouts are so uplifting in January. But since 
they can’t go outside for another four or five 
months, those months are occasioned by the 
slow attrition of the weak, stretched and sun 
starved. And even if the tough plants 
survive, do you really want to see the tawny 
orange of marigolds in the May garden? I 
don’t.  
 
I’ve been pushing cold frames for the last 
several years. Other than Paul Botting, no 
one else seems to have caught the fever yet. 
Cold frames are an ideal way to start plants 
which require a long, cold germination 
period. They are also a great way to get off 

to a good start those plants which need a 
long cool growing season to become 
established. But cold frames are bulky, they 
take up space, and frankly they require as 
much attention as a dog: you don’t have to 
walk them twice a day, but you had better be 
out there opening and closing them at least 
that often. So perhaps it is not surprising that 
most of you are not out there digging up the 
garden to install cold frames.  
 
But what if there were a way of getting a lot 
of the advantages of cold frames without 
most of the bother? What if there were a 
way of expanding or contracting the space 
given over to seed raising as your interests 
wax and wane? What if there were a way 
which did not eat into your time or require a 
committed space in the garden or significant 
expense or expertise? There is such a way, 
and it’s the subject of what modern 
gardeners mean when they talk about winter 
sowing.  
 
Here’s the basic idea: seed is sown in the 
fall in ventilated plastic containers such as 
milk or soft drink bottles. The containers are 
lined up on the ground in a shady place in 
the garden. During the worst of the winter, 
they can be covered with mulch or some 
other protective covering. The seed 
germinates when it’s ready to. The seedlings 
grow slowly because they are outside: the 
growth is stocky and sturdy. They are in 
sync with the progress of the season. Soil 
pathogens and animal pests are less active 
because of the low temperatures. Because 
the containers are ventilated, some watering 
will be necessary, but the plants will not 
require the sort of constant attention needed 
by plants grown on a light table indoors.  
 
OK, I’ve made it sound simple and fool 
proof: of course, it’s not. But it is a lot easier 
and cheaper than many of the alternatives. If 
you’re not willing to make the requisite 
commitments in space and money for a cold 
frame, this method provides a lot of the 
same advantages at virtually no expense. 
Even in a jam packed garden such as mine, I 
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can find ground space to store a few milk or 
soft-drink bottles.  
 
And now is a great time to prepare for the 
fall/winter seed planting season. Paul 
Botting still has lots of seed packets left. 
Why not request a half dozen or so and see 
what you can do with them?  
 
If you’re still with me, check out these web 
sites:    
 
www.wintersown.org 
 
www.gardenweb.com 
 
This one has a forum on winter sowing: 
click on Forums, then Garden Forums, and 
then look for Wintersowing.  
 
And thanks, Gina, for nudging me in this 
direction.                                  Editor 
 
 
A NEW ANNUAL FOR THE ROCK 
GARDEN 
 

 
Torenia Summer Wave Blue                              J. McKenney 

 
I’ve raised the topic of annuals in the rock 
garden on Alpine-L in the past, and the 
reception was pretty frosty. It seems that 
there are plenty of gardeners who wouldn’t 
be caught dead with a petunia in their rock 
garden. For these people, the plants suitable 
for rock gardening are derived from pre-
existing suites or repertoires of elite plants 
vetted by generations of nth degree rock 

gardeners. It’s all very Eurocentric, and if 
you have a bit of French, German, Latin and 
Greek you’ll have a great time talking the 
talk.  
 
On the other hand there the people who heap 
up a pile of rocks and soil, slather it with 
plants and then let it rip.  
 
And of course there is everything in 
between. Intellectually, I’m firmly on the 
side of the elite group. But my garden, and 
the fact that this is Maryland and not the 
Haute Savoie, do a good job of keeping me 
from getting too uppity.  
 
Rock gardens seem to have a lot in common 
with one of my other gardening hobbies, 
bulbs. From a design point of view, there are 
few things which will wreck a garden as 
well as an actively pursued bulb hobby. The 
bulb growing areas are subjected twice a 
year to total upheaval. One of those 
upheavals occurs at the end of spring: the 
appearance of the garden for the rest of the 
summer depends on steps taken at what is 
otherwise the busiest part of the gardener’s 
year. Does any one wonder that what should 
get done rarely gets done properly, if at all? 
As a result, the summer garden of the bulb 
hobbyist often has a neglected, unpolished 
look.  
 
And it seems to me that a lot of rock gardens 
fall into the same category: after the glories 
of late winter and spring pass, the rock 
gardener finds other things to do. It’s not 
just that the plants of summer tend to be too 
tall, too weedy and too spreading to appeal 
to the rock gardener’s sensibilities;   it’s just 
too hot and humid to be out there weeding 
fiddly little green things all tangled up and, 
to be honest, about as appealing in 
appearance as the weeds which grow in the 
cracks of sidewalks. During the dog days we 
crave broad masses, bold designs and frank 
colors. What? During the dog days what we 
really crave is something cool to drink and a 
shady place to do it. One really has to 
concentrate hard to think “alpine” in a 
Maryland summer.  
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So the gardener needs help in the summer 
and so does the rock garden. Is it really such 
a transgression to liven up the rock garden 
with some summer color? When I look at 
the modern Wave petunias, I see plants with 
the habit of ideal rock garden plants. I feel 
the same way about garden impatiens. I 
think there are plenty of gesneriads out there 
which would make great summer rock 
garden plants: and since many of them are 
rock-dwelling in nature, the rock garden is 
where they belong. And if they are easily 
stored as corms (as many Sinningia are), 
they are no trouble to keep going from year 
to year. A few Sinningia are hardy outside if 
carefully sited.  
 
Yikes! What a lead-up to what prompted all 
of this: I want to call attention to some 
plants which I think are great candidates for 
decorating the summer rock garden. Do you 
know the old-fashioned annual Torenia 
fournieri? It’s hard to find on seed lists now, 
although twenty years ago everyone sold it. 
Its place in gardens has been taken by 
modern, vegetatively propagated torenias 
with much bigger and very ornamental 
flowers. They are sold as the Summer Wave 
series, and I can report that from personal 
experience here they do very well in our 
climate. I’m growing two this year: Summer 
Wave Large Violet and Summer Wave Blue. 
Some are mixed among other plants in 
containers, some are in the ground. They 
have a relatively compact but spreading 
growth habit, are no more than a few inches 
high, and heat does not bother them. They 
bloom freely, and the flowers are several 
times the size of the typical Torenia 
fournieri.  They are recommended for shade, 
and they do grow well and bloom in shade, 
but they do not keep their compact habit. In 
full sun on the other hand they from 
cushions of foliage topped with lots of blue-
ish  flowers which will remind you of the 
flowers of Paulownia tomentosa in 
approximate size and shape,  although not in 
color.  It’s the sort of plant which, if it were 
difficult to grow and obtain and bloomed in 

April, everyone would want. I’m very happy 
to have it.                                    Editor  
 
 
 
 
Isotoma fluviatilis and Pratia pedunculata  
 
Earlier this year I purchased the two items 
named above. They are sold as ground 
covers. They are just the sort of tidy little 
plants we rock gardeners love. Earlier they 
were spangled with little five-pointed pale 
blue (Pratia) or white (Isotoma) stars. Both 
genera are campanulaceous (or if you prefer, 
lobeliaceous) and have southern hemisphere 
distributions.  
 
They are given hardiness ratings which 
suggest that they should survive winters 
here.  
 
But here’s the deal: are they the same thing? 
They look so much alike that other than 
flower color I’d be hard pressed to say what 
the difference is. And when I ask if they are 
the same thing, I’m not simply asking if one 
genus is a synonym of the other; I’m asking 
if they are the same thing.  To me the plants 
look like two cookies with different frosting. 
 

   
Isotoma fluviatilis                                              J. McKenney 
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Pratia pedunculata                              J. McKenney 

 
 
Time to do some Google-ing – or maybe to 
share this question with the members of 
Alpine-L.                          Editor 
 
 
THE HERB GARDEN AT BLANDY 
FARM 
 
I was in Winchester, Va. about a month ago 
for a lily show. I took Rt. 17 on the 
homebound trip and that took me right past 
the Virginia State Arboretum at Blandy 
Farm. I’ve been there at least twice in the 
past, and I decided to stop in and check out 
something I remembered from a previous 
visit. That something is the raised beds in 
the herb garden. Never mind that in my 
mind’s eye I saw those beds planted to bulbs 
and other rock garden plants and not 
culinary herbs. What I was really seeing is 
something worth pursuing for the future: the 
time might come when I won’t be able to get 
around easily or even be confined to a 
wheelchair. That herb garden at Blandy 
Farm looks like just the sort of place a 
wheel-chair bound gardener might spend 
many a happy day.  
 
And these raised beds are such a great way 
of growing and displaying rock garden 
plants. Most gardens in our area simply 
don’t have room for a traditional rock 
garden. Two of the really successful 
aggregations of rock garden plants in the 
area, Sasha’s and the Fadens’ work at 

Simpson Park, make no attempt to integrate 
a rock garden into an existing garden. In 
each case, although the solution is different 
in each case, the whole  garden is in effect a 
rock garden.  
 
These raised beds offer a solution for the 
rest of us who don’t want to convert the 
entire garden into a rock garden. They are so 
neat and tidy: they would look right just 
about anywhere.  
 
Check the photos out and see if you don’t 
agree.  
 
Incidentally, Blandy Farm is the source of 
the boxwood cultivar Buxus sempervirens 
‘Graham Blandy’. Many years ago I bought 
ten of these at a local nursery; they were on 
sale and by the look of them they should 
have been. They were not particularly 
prepossessing specimens. All of my 
experiences with boxwood up until then had 
been so positive that I was sure I could 
quickly turn those sad looking plants 
around. I had a thing or two to learn, and 
those ten pathetic plants provided the lesson. 
Yet over the years the ones which survived 
have morphed slowly into handsome plants, 
some of which are now in the six –seven 
foot range. They are on the verge of 
becoming very handsome plants. All they 
need now is to be regrouped to display better 
their striking form (and to obscure the fact 
that not all have grown equally well). 
                                                         Editor  
Here are some views: all photos by Editor. 
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THE KLEHM PEONIES 
 
The editor would like to hear how those 
peonies distributed by Roy Klehm at our 
March meeting did. If you were lucky  
enough to get first year bloom, great. But 
that’s not what I’m interested in. Did the 
plants grow well and do they seem to have 
established themselves?   Let me know what 
your experiences were.                  Editor 
 
Teucrium canadense 
 
Most rock gardeners know the genus 
Teucrium, if only for the traditionally grown 
T. chamaedrys. But how many of you know 
that there is a local species of the genus 
Teucrium, T. canadense? Topping out 
between 24 and 30 inches, it’s too tall to be 
a rock garden plant. Nor is it blindingly 
showy. But each summer there are places 
along Beach Drive here in Montgomery 
County, Maryland where clouds of white or 
very pale pink flowers signal the blooming 
of this modestly handsome plant.        Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anigozanthos  
 

 
Anigozanthos      J. McKenney   
 

Some of you might already be bellyaching 
about the space I gave to torenias. This one 
will not help. For those of you who don’t  
know it, Anigozanthos is a genus or 
Australian plants of the family 
Haemodoraceae. They are seasonably 
common in florist shops and are sold as 
kangaroo paws.   
They are not likely to be hardy here in the 
greater Washington, D.C. area.  
 
Or are they? Years ago at the National Zoo 
there was an experimental planting of 
Australian plants (as I recall it was on the 
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roof of the panda house or the next house up 
the trail). What drew one in were the 
eucalyptus trees. If you were a plant person, 
there was more. Various Australian 
herbaceous plants were on trial. The only 
ones I remember now were some dwarfish 
Anigozanthos. It never would have occurred 
to me to try Anigozanthos outside. I made a 
mental note to try them sometime.  
 
The greater world then intervened and 
pushed me back into my fach. Years passed, 
and this chapter which had opened so 
opportunistically was largely forgotten. 
Then a few weeks ago I noticed an article 
about a new Begonia boliviensis hybrid 
which was making the rounds. The cultivar 
name is ‘Bonfire’ and it’s getting great 
reviews. I called Behnke’s to see if it was 
available in this area, but by then Behnke’s 
had already sold their stock for the year. 
From then on, every time I was in a venue 
which sold plants, I looked for this begonia. 
I still have not found it. But while looking 
the other day in a local nursery, I did find 
and buy a dwarf, yellow-flowered 
Anigozanthos. The dwarf part is important 
because it intend to winter it in my protected 
cold frame. Now I can close the 

Anigozanthos chapter – or maybe open a 
new one as I search for dwarf forms with 
black, green and red flowers.       Editor   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BULBS 
 
It’s time to start thinking about ordering 
bulbs. Here are some images to get the 
juices flowing.  (PDF and on-line versions 
only).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tulipa ‘Casa Grande’                       Tulipa ‘Spring Green’                      Narcissus ‘Rip van Winkle’ 
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Muscari macrocarpum                     Gymnospermium altaicum              Muscari comosum ‘Plumosum’ 
 

 
Fritillaria persica ‘Ivory Bells’        Fritillaria cf. acmopetala                  Fritillaria imperialis ‘Rubra’ 

 

 
Fritillaria biflora                                 Fritillaria liliacea                              Fritillaria purdyi     
     

 
Colchicum variegatum                      Corydalis ‘G P Baker’                   Colchicum atropurpureum ‘Drake’s Form’ 
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Allium triquetrum                             Allium stipitatum ‘White Giant’            Allium roseum ‘Grandiflorum’ 

 
Crocus ‘Yellow Mammoth’              Eremurus ‘Romance’                             Bulbs wrapped for summer storage 

 
 
 
 

MORE IMAGES: OUR MEMBERS REALLY KNOW HOW TO GROW  
 

 
Jeffersonia dubia                     A. Nicolson                                   Calycanthus ‘Hartlage’                              A. Nicolson  
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Asarum savatieri ‘Furusei’                                                                                                                        A. Nicolson  
 
 

 
Asarum savatieri ‘Otome’                                                                                                                                              A. Nicolson  
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Arum elongatum                                                                                                                                                              A. Nicolson  

 
                Narcissus cyclamineus                                  A. Nicolson             Muscari macrocarpum                        A. Nicolson  
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       Orontium aquaticum at Mt. Cuba                      A. Nicolson            Hexastylis arifolium  at Mt. Cuba               A. Nicolson 

 
Trillium decipiens at Mt. Cuba                   A.  Nicolson      Trillium pusillum at Mt. Cuba                              A. Nicolson  
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Erythronium americanum at Mt. Cuba          A. Nicolson           Trollius laxus at Mt. Cuba                    A. Nicolson  

 
Cymophyllus fraseri at Mt. Cuba                                                                                        A. Nicolson  
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Lonicera sempervirens                                    A. Nicolson         Romulea bulbocodium                                    A. Nicolson  

 
Neviusia alabamensis                                                                                                   A. Nicolson  
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Ribes odoratum                                                                                                            A. Nicolson  

 
Halesia diptera var. magniflora                                                                                         A. Nicolson  
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Halesia  montana                                                                                                       A. Nicolson  

 
Cercis racemosa                                                                                                          A. Nicolson  
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Integrated pest management  
or 

Chippie’s nightmare 
 

 
 

 
We have two big, black snakes in the greater Washington, D.C. area: the black rat snake, shown 
above, and the black racer. Both are harmless to humans. The black rat snake is our largest local 
snake; even wild ones are surprisingly docile and slow moving and can often be gently picked up 
without any display of aggression. But they can, and sometimes do, bite. They are excellent 
climbers (I have found their shed skins in our attic) and are relentless predators of birds. They 
will also enter rodent burrows in the ground. I’ve seen them go right up the side of a brick 
building and up the sides of barky trees, amazing feats for such a bulky animal.   
If you look closely at the lower picture, you’ll notice that the eye of the snake looks clouded. This 
is an indication that it is about to shed its skin.  
Wayne Crist took these pictures early in the morning on July 22, 2008. His garden is right along 
Rock Creek Park in Montgomery County, Maryland. The bench on which the snake rests is about 
four feet long. He’ll let me know later if he still has chipmunks.  
This is one of the six species of snake which periodically turn up in my garden.            Editor  
 

 
 
The little one in the image below is a fledgling mourning dove. When I first saw it, it made no 
move to fly; I approached within a yard or so and it just sat there. I put the camera lens a bit 
closer and it still just sat there. I began to wonder if it might be injured. I backed off slowly, went 
to get mom so she could get a look, and we both approached slowly. Again, it simply sat there. 
Then as we backed away it suddenly took flight and flew onto the roof of the house.  
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The bird likes this particular spot. If you look closely, you can see the evidence that it has spent a 
lot of time (evidently after meals) resting here. I’ve seen this bird several times since, often in this 
same spot. More recently it has shown up on the deck where we feed the birds.  
Earlier this year mourning doves built a typically flimsy nest in the pergola. The pergola was in a 
state of semi-collapse, and I was chomping at the bit to get in and fix it. But as long as the bird 
nest was there, I postponed repairs. I like to think that this little one is my reward. Now if it can 
just learn to dodge the cats, hawks, owls, snakes, foxes, raccoons…  
                                                                                                                                Editor 
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July Fireworks 

 
 

This is Lilium superbum, the most glorious of the eastern North American lilies. Inexplicably, it’s 
about as common in our gardens as blue poppies or Eritrichium nanum. This species still grows 
wild in the greater Washington, D.C. area.                                                                       Editor 

 
Lilium superbum                                                                                                                                                                 J. McKenney 

 
Lilium michauxii  

Used with the permission of the photographer who wishes to remain anonymous 
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